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Our cover picture this issue is of subscriber and author Karl Shuker <we 
follow motorbike mag Bike <October issue> in using it. An enthusiastic 
biker <Karl's current machine is a Honda CX500>, he customised hisjacket 
in classic rocker's style and the final result, replete with badges, 
studs, chains, and so on, was so eyecatching that the Yalsall Leather 
Museum asked if they could borrow .it for their Black Leather Jacket 
exhibition. <Yalsall's Bescot loco depot has engines with a saddle motif 
so your editor realises the place primarily uses leather for purposes 
other than sadomasochism gear!>. It's on until November 14, 30 or so 
jackets including some from celebrities such as the cast of the TV 
series Boon and heavy metal group Judas Priest. 

Kark, is of course, best known as a crytozoologist and authority on 
big cats. He recently spent a week seeking the Exmoor Beast<s> with 
local naturalist Trevor Beer (see picture>. Sadly they did not make any 
sightings but Karl plans returning for more re�e.arch. lo bl�?-ck panther, 
but he did see a melanistic adder sunbathing on a cliff face. 

AINOUNCEMENT 

In an effort to maintain a reasonable schedule this hastily compiled 
issue has onl� 24, instead of the usual 28, pages. I hope to have a 
full-size issue out for Christmas. There's a belter of a lead article 
already written, a rock 'n' roll sleaze article, and I really must get 
the book reviews in. 

Three types of computer-generated material are here and I hope next 
issue to make more use of the most sophisticated of these. This will 
mean that you will get even ·lllOre reading matter per page without causing 
too much deter�ation of your eyesight. 

Understandable enough, the Hartlepool Xail's front page demantt HANDS OFF 
OUR MONKEY! headline <2/7/93> was emotive and, onre1lection, is 
applauded by this writer. As author ot the definiti�e book on the 
subject, Yho Hung the Xonkey?, I was at the time miffed as to its 
presentation (1) as a silly season exercise (fF19> and time lends a 
different perspective. Doubtless it won't have harmed my royalties nor 
the image of Hartlepool. 

The following is an account of the media's 
interest in our "splash" presentation -­
though I doubt if even my keen scrutiny 
records all the newsprint manifestations. 

Evqn before this unexpected publicity I 
spoke briefly to a business journalist on 
the Journal, Newcastle, who wanted some­
thing light to go with a feature on the 
town's commercial renaissance. <2>. 

But back to business! The genesis of the 
resurgence of interest was a letter from 
Brian Carberry drawing attention to an 
article in Scottish Memories magazine. <3> 

Monkeg 
Hanging 
seam 

By Paul Screeton -- ... 
---

· 

The Mail then asked Inverclyde Dis�rict Council tor a response, wbich 

�ppears �elow. (4) 
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Durinq the Napoleonic War there waa a great acare that Napoleon waa qoinq 

to invade Ill"! tain. A man waa founcS wandering the streets of Greenock, 

a amall dark haired and bearc:1ec1 un. People were eurioua aa to where 
he came f:rom and he waa eventually ar:reated by the Police and queationed. 

No-one could undaratand him ae ha waa :run oh and didn ' t a peak a word 

ot z:nglhh. The police aaaumed he waa • apy and aent him for trial . 

Re waa duly hanqed. Thia annoyed the people of Port Cluqow •• they 

nre convinced ha W&l not 4 French apy, they thouqht he W&l a monkey. 

Craanock vera therefore accuaed of hanqinq the monkey. 

A aho:rt time later :Port Gluqow had a problem with their town bell which 

had a huge crack in it. The people of Port. Glaaqow contacted the people 

of Greenock to aee what. advice could be qivon to help repair the bell. 

Greenock had many churohaa with belli and had more experience in dealing 

with thia type of problem. In revenge for Port Glaaqow eriticiainq 
Greenock for the earl ier incident, Greenock told the people of Port Glaaqow 

to boil the bell. Thia they did and it aplit wide open. So when aomeone 

from Port Glaaqow ahouta 'who buuq the acmkey• 1 Greenock ret.aliatea by 

aayinq 'who boiled the �11•. 
At this stage Peter French <appropriate Napoleonic name> 

was taken off the story, my sensible contribution spiked 
and the editor, Chris Cox, hijacked it as a front page lead 
<courteously asking my opinion as to whether anyone in 
Hartlepool would know the Greenock connection, which I con­
ceded was remote -- even if they had a copy of my book>. 
Phillip Hick:ey, then went for the Scottish jugular, and 
that, as they say, is history. 

The next day two regional newspapers followed up the tale. A simple 
rewrite appeared in the Northern Echo <6> wheras Tony Jones of the 
Journal, Newcastle, took licence in ·claiming the Mail carried a headline 
which Hthundered• "Scots steal Hartlepool's most famous legend" did 
bother to contact Edinburgh-based monthly Scottish Xemories for a quote. 
Sheila Norman told him: " I'm sorry if we upset Hartlepool, but this 

·
legend is quite common and crops up all over the place. I'd have to 
check:, but there's also a town in Fife where they are supposed to have 
hanged a monkey.• <7> 

Diary 

You know the one about 
the little ba1ry French 

apy? Swarthy. tiny tattered 
unltorm, retuaed to anawer 
queaUona, banred u a apy? 
The world-famoua Greenock 
Monkey? In Hartlepool they 
would certainly banr one on 
the apot. Brtan Smith. Mayor 
of Hartlepool, aa)'l furioualy 
that the Greenock Monkey, d. 

:.:'j caliD nery detail to the Hart· I � i lepool veralon, except set SO I 
· : yean earlier, and the Gree- I 

DOCk" Ill)' la round· wandertnr·: 
, the hl1la above the town ID· ' Phil Hickey 
: atead of beiDI ahlpwrecked. I was amused 

"Everyone bal heard of the 
Greenock· Monkey," they ID·. that when 

I alated at Scottiah Memorlea l he contacted 
; (thoqh not at the locallnver· I clyde Dlltrlct CouncU), add· 

I 
Inverclyde 

tnr. "There are monkey ler- eau ne il he 
. enda all over the country." · I Ol[.moremonkeyaoleue. (t)l was directed 

to a real expert on t�a subject, Paul 
Screeton,who ·lives in your area. A 
woman at The Indepen�nt rang me and c:1n:a 11so, la not the world'• Maev Kennedy best-lmown monkey but the 

world'• best-kept aecret. The Iona for Hartlepool to th1ok it I 
Diary  waa once warned bu a monopoly on monkey I 
"Don't mention the monkey" ban&IDI." they aald loftily at ! 
before vlaltinr Hartlepool, Sc:ott1ah Memorlea, a Gree- 1 

• only to tlnd a Oouriahinl nock·bued mapzlne which 1 
trade iDmonkey poatcarda,T· baa juat retold the well · 
ab1rta and m up. "It' a rldicu· I lmown "locallqend". Identi· I 

said it might make the Page 1 •basement" 
It didn't. Tony Jone�• rang and we had a 
pleasant if quick ancl businesslike chat. 
He made it sound as if he had done the 
real donkey work. <8 )· 

. . 

Haiigiiig Iege�a is·a hit�·af a:·���e:yr�-
GRIM news for Hanlepool were hanging a monkey . circulates in the wilds of · . ' �on wu �-�-called ·�· There are at least jiv� other . around the _same tim� � Dubyshirr where a circus · '4' Robinson who wu caught up pretenden to the !egend of Hartlepudlians. The UlCident monkey was summarily dealt in the slanging match .. the monkey-�angmg sagL . ·::.: �as entered Cornish f�lldo!'C wi� by ignorant yillag,ers between the two companies. -

The Oydeside port of .. ·�. m a len�y poem �hich will feanng a French mV3Sion. • A popular musical hall show 
Greenoclc (this page, • · · "" soon be diSplayed m the town I have been seeking current at the time was Jaclc 1 
Saturday) isn't-by a long - museum. . : ' · · · . clarification. The orade on Robinson and his Monlcey "l 
challt-the only British :' • Boddam in Aberdeenshire these matten is Paul ,., .,. .... rr and the Wlfortunate Mr :,;. .t 
township which claims to ..... _1·· hanged their monkey in the Screeton. Hanlepool bci�··.- Robinson wu therefore r •. � 
have strung �p a French lii(Xk. Th� local citizens used and-br� ��;journalist and � lampooned as a monkey� -: '� 
monlcey dunng the - ·... to Jure shtps on to the roclcs local histonan. who is the -- hanger. · .... ··•-:. .-� . ·-:3 
Napoleonic wars. ···' �.. �· to daim salvage rights. A . · � ·author ofa book entitled ....,,. ' ·. Paul SaeetOO isD't the--�·· "-" 

·. ": It seems that inter-town · ·; ship's �onkey was hanged- Who Hung tJw Monhy?- .-....� -most popular man in " •. /;) rivalry has spawned the -· , .. so folk m nearby Peterhead Paul reckons the �, · · ,.... Hartlepool for suggesting ''?• legend throughout the land: · daim-in. c:ase it snitched to Hartlepool legend has • �-.;.. that his borne town doesn't �' • G�� hanged their ·-·:: the authonbe& , ,. . · nothing to do with the ;;:. ·� � have a mOnopoly on the : · 
monlcey m 1760-30 yean · • In Dorset there sa fishing Napoleonic wan. He believCs monkey legend. :'It's a very be_f�re Hartlepool-when a P?rt-:- I hav�n't yet .">•: . ....j. • the myth was born out of •"'.>.:: c:omplia;ted legend. but , <· ships monkey was washed ,, tdentified wbtch ooe - ,;,: ·, rivalry between two 19th -to.:- there's oodoubt that other�. ash�re tJ:om ashii?wreclc. . _ where the local bumpkins·�;· Century railway companies "� towns can make similar ·-... �; Thetrnetgh�mPort �� hangeda�eybecause -:; wbichwerecompeting for·;� claims, .. besaid. •.-, . .. ·:"; :.­
Giasg�w b�ve neve

.
r
,�

t �CID they th�ght tt � ��� _: the rights to �rt coal _ _;,� .:. :.;-ro have to be� �· forgetlt. .� ... · -"•·�· spy. ���- � _. •• ,�._.�,"!-:.;.,.-. fromthe Teess�de port._. .:>\� and �tbatourl endistheJ •�erm�walJ ·....U. •rm tdldaSimilU:Iegenct· � - �eofthenilwayM�u twr""- , ......_._ .. . -· '-4 . J- ·- . - ... 

Then a Greenock paper <10> belatedly joined the fray and a· Lesley 
Couperwhite, who runs the �att Library, whatever that is, said: " It's a 
story that is claimed by a number of places stretching from 
Aberdeenshire to Cornwall ... " Very familiar and the i.fail quoted him, 
along with a poem stressing Greenock's claim. <11> 

Then in a light-hedrted tea break: time article about animals we learn 
- "the town of Hartlepool is known as 'monkey town' but visitors are 
advised against making such a reference. During the Hundred Years War a 
fully-clothed pet monkey was washed up on the shore, tried as a spy and 
lynched. You can see why· they're still touchy.• <12> 

The Xail's letters pages resounded with the debate, including poems 
and claims that a powder monkey boy might have been hanged. <13> 

To come up to date, this appeared today as I type this article: 

MONKEY b�ineaa or not, lleUide : 
eouvenin featuring the animal and an ! 
'I love · Hartlepool' meaaage are ! 
ltayingonaale-in Whitby. ..: ,..._,, ··.�'J ·A sroup of Yiaiton from Hartlepool - i 
where the oft-repeated and much re- . 
eented legend hu it that the locala once : 
hung a monkey � were upset at seeing. , 
the eouvenirl and took atepe to atop ' 
them being eolci . . ,j At Graham Eatill'a ahell ahop in : 

Whitby'a Khyber PUll, the 'heaviea' 1 
from Hartlepool BWept all · the 1 
monkeys on to the ground, damaging 
at least one car parked nearby. 1 

"They got really atroppy,"' aaid � Graham, 43, "especially after I told ' 
them that the monkeyw were my beat 1 
seller." · 

· · 1 Graham told the group that he li 
Hartlepool born and bred, but that� 
did not appeue them. He added: ' 
"One of them aaid 'You can't get 1 
away from the monkey, �en in • 

Whitby' and with that knoclted the : 
display on to the ground." �"!�.!u • � .... 

The ahella, which aell for £1.76 : 
each, c:raahed into a car parked out- 1 
aide the ;!c:&::d Graham had to give · 
a holida from the Midlanda £6 1 
to get damaged paintwork repaired. . ·, 
. But Graham ia adamant that the '11 

Love Hartlepool Monkey' ahella are 
staying on aale. He aaid: "I come from : 
there and moat people regard t� 
monkey story aa_juat a bit of �."(1 'f' '\ 

Before closing I must mention that the legend gets reasonable 
treatment in a significant recent book on contemporary legends <15> and 
our clipster Stuart Gray-Thompson informs me that it is mentioned with 
regard to Dorset in Coasting, by Jonathan Raban <can anyone photocopy 
the relevant extract and give publisher and publication date?>. 

References: 

<1> Hands off our monkey!, Mail, Hartlepool, 2/7/93. 
<2> The monkey legend, Journal, Newcastle, 26/5/93. 
<3> Letter to Mail, Hartlepool, dated 28/6/93. 
<4> Fax from Inverclyde District Council, 1/7/93. 
<5> Scottish Memories, June, 1993 <can anyone supply photocopy of 
article?> 
<6>Hang on - that's not your monkey!, Northern Echo, 3/7/93. 
<7> Monkey business up north, Journal, Newcastle, 3/7/93. 
<8> Diary column, Guardian, 8/7/93. 
<9> H�nging legend is a bit of a monkey! Journal, Newcastle, 7/7/93. 
<10> Greenock ?, mid-July <credit Stuart Gray-Thompson>. 
<11> Scots hang on monkey claim, Mail, Hartlepool, 19/7/93. 
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·ati'1 0\�!�,�� ,�.:r�����.�� =.��.����kcrs) 
Sharon Stone's flash in the film Basic Instinct. 

Xay 10 last year must go down as a bizarre day in journalism. One 
newspaper <Hews of the World> had a picture of Princess Fergiana peeking 
up Prince Andrew's kilt while nearby was the Queen. A larger picture 
showed Brenda Windsor enjoying a picnic in her lap and also wearing a 
kilt. But the newspaper commented: •Beneath the kilt? Yell, we shall 
probably never know ... -

Hven as someone uncommitted about Royalty, I found that dubious. 
But the same day non-knicker obsession led another tabloid to lead 

with the subject <Sunday Mirror> where it was deemed essential to inform 
the nation Sharon Stone had been dropped by lover Dwight Yoakam for 
appearing without kex in Basic Instinct. 

As on commentator put it: 
-Serious students of the cinematic arts soon will be flocking to see 

Basic Instinct. Their reasons will be entirely to do with the intriguing 
storyline and fine performances, and nothing to do with pages of 
publicity about Sharon Stone crossing and recrossing her legs without 
any knickers on. Ks Stone seems to be a totally wonderful and trusting 
human being: •He told me I had to take my white underwear off because 
the light was reflecting off it.• <Weekend Guardian, 9-10/5/92 -- which 
also suggested D W Griffiths had done the same to someone called Lilian 
Gish>. Or •The director told me to take my pants off because my white 
underwear was reflecting. He assured me that it was dark and no one 
would see anything. I was so angry when I discovered he was lying." 
<Piers Morgan Bizarre column, Sun, 24/3/93>. Another account claims she 
enjoyed the notoriety her no-underwear scene brought -- •You can see all 
the way up to Nebraska!• she supposedly screamed when she first saw it 
on screen <S Express Magazine, 11/10/92>. Carole Kalone took the moral 
high ground by saying "it gets right up my nose that actresses, 
desperate for stardom, will show you bits of their body that even their 
gynaecolgist hasn't seen" <D Star, 22/10/92) .· Or the version <Sun, 
8/5/92> where she tore off a flesh-coloured crotch pad which was meant 
to give her soma cover during sex scenes with Kichael Douglas. She said: 
•we both felt natural about it not being there." 

The Sun went on to say she likes to drive to a remote canyon in the 
Hollywood hills and "watch insects fuck.• When she showed a rock 
journalist the mating ladybirds she said: •That's what I call lucky 
ladybugs!" She also says her biggest thrill is to make love on the 
bonnet of a sports car -- when it's still warm from the engine. And she 
relaxes by firing her two pu�p-action shotguns or her Uzi sub-machinegun 
•because it feels sexy." 

She is also supposed to have said: "People have made up rumours about 
what I've done ... I'm supposed to have slept with all my directors and 
leading men. I'm a bitch, a lesbian, a drunk and a junkie.• 

In one film she gave the crew such a hard time that they got their own 
back by urinating in the wa�er before a bath scene. Also her IQ has been 
measured at 165 <D Star, 20/4/93) which reminds me of how Demi Moore 
said of the no 

·
kex scene, •r loved the power of that moment,• and writer 

Donna Boyd wondered if •Demi has been misguided into thinking that's 
where her brain is?" <D Sport, 31/3/93>. Another rival, Xariel 
Hemmingway said she would have done the film "but I would have had a big 
problem with that 

' 
7/7/93> 
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I'M AFRAID IT�. 'T\.JENT'I �EN MEN ON 'Tl-4E UP-E�ALATOR WERE. ltQUREO .... The human intrigue about Ks Stone's nether regions created a page lead with the headline " I s  she or isn't she" when she visited a top publishing company-- and the answer was that she was wearing briefs while fistfuls of dollars changed hands "�s this undie riddle spread like wildfire through the building." <D �port, 24/8/92>. After more than a year of tales of her claiming that She would no longer flaunt her body the latest cutting <Sun, 22/7/93> says she and Richard Gere rompstarkers for 95% of their latest film. An insider says: "About half the time they're in bed, but the rest of the time they're doing it in every possible way." 
Other celebrities to have achieved infamy through being knickerless have been: 
•• Shelley Preston of Bucks Fizz who gave front tables diners at a lavish bash at Wynwyard Hall, Cleveland, a few years ago a saucy kexless sight. 
•• Sinitta was upset by paparazzi photographers when leaving a car and obviously being forgetful. <By coincidence the next day <1115/92> I was having a heart disease medical check-up at Hartlepool General Hospital when I came across an article on knickers in the waiting area <Sun Express Magazine, No 569, 1992>. Did you know the women's knickers market is worth more than t400m a year and that in 1991 women bought 226 million pairs of pants"?> 
•• EX Krs Wyman Kandy Smith, when marrying some footballer, wore no knickers. It was a perfect day so "losing my knickers was a good omen." <Sun, 21/6/93>. Sounds like some new folklore belief in the making. •• Or how about the headline "Did they, didn't they?" regarding steamy lovers in the hit sex education video Kama Sutra <News of the World, 4/10/92>. Kelvin Wise claimed: "No, we didn't. It was just good acting." Cc- star Dawn St John responded: "Anyone can see we did." <Which reminds me of a past argument as to whether some actress dubbed the Sinner from Pinner and if she actually had sex in a film>. •• Then there was a big issue over The Yard presenter Katie Puckrick when she revealed the secret of her success was not wearing knickers <Sun, D Sport, 19/12/92> 

•• Wacky fashion designer Vivienne Yestwood collected her OBE from the Queen wearing no knickers, which she finds uncomfortable <Sun, D Sport, 16/12/92; D Sport 17/2/92>. 
•• Singer Kaureen Cross was kicked off stage at Roseworth Social Club, Stockton, Cleveland, for not wearing knickers. Three bars into her first number treasurer Geoff Blair peered up and yelled: Get off. Stop the show. You're indecent." She responded that she was wearing boob tube, waistcoat and two pairs of tights -- no knickers -- one pair'being dark, with a lace pair on top. " I  don't know what he thought he saw," she said, "but I know he didn't see it." <Sun, 5/2/93; Mail, Hartlepool, 11/2/93). 
The fascination of the subject led to a survey commissioned for Aristoc which found if you meet a girl without knickers she probably comes from Yorkshire. For the White Rose county girls are five times more likely not to wear anything under their tights <D Star, D Sport, 28/12/92). 
That's mostly folklife and not folklore, but we suggest the next item is a prot- legend. A girl armed robber wearing a transparent dress andno underwear escaped with t1,900 from a petrol station in Dallas, Texas. 

.. 
•.. 

Police said pump attendants cannot recall what her
h
!�c:

e
;�a!�: �=� pal <News at the World, 1/11/92>. Or tey this,

s
a

w::;i:g knickers in a bar at t over whether a woman wa during an argumen 
World 7/3/93). Then there's collectors: Benton, Illinois <News of the

ll t d by women's institute members in 1> Big knickers were being co ;c e
i where large sizes are in short Gwent, South Wales, to send to �ss a 

t d her Liverpool bedroom with a supply. 2> Jenny Price, 20, ha� .. 
ec��� e

_ collection · · · .... T'\1 
of men • s under- ���J ;�} � } pants from around .... �� ·-� ;�\ / the world <News of 

\( .. ;.. .. c .. , \c{!f�1 the World, 2/5/93> • ;- .;_��·! ' An anti-porn camp- i:i� . · t· •• • '\ a i gne r was being 
_ .�) _ t JT I ' quizzed after t5m 

_ :_ ... : .. .'�-
worth of knickers �- ·-· . 
were destroyed in a :! .. �:.:=t =�� 
Vienna blaze <D Sport, ,.� .�!'l"�<.· _ 1 . I 

�� -�;Looks like someone's ! been sowing wild oats In the wheat .. _fie� d. '.:J 
Sun, 27/4/93> · 

In Cleveland, Ohio, it is an offence for girls to wear shiny patent­
men might see their leather shoes or boots because it is feared that 

1 ti <D Sport 13/5/93>. knickers in the ref ec on 
f

' 
Yorkshire -- remember where they And to end, here's a court

f
ca

4
s
2
� ro�old Paul Wakefield, of Wakefield d •t so often wear 'em-- 0 year 

11 d by 
on 

S t 10/12/92, my birthday incidentally> a ege (1 t says here, D par • 
WAS wearing knickers: He his wife to have attacked her becau7e she 

court he was annoyed because denie� her claims and told the
k

ci
i

t� �s
c���was cleared of threatening to wife Jeanette was NOT wearing n c e 

kill her. 

n-unk •n• disorderlY 
My fella Darren. myself ' 
and some friends e · 
went to Hunsta.non 
for the dav. · 

"Why don't yau 
buy some novelty · 
briefs with an 1 

animal face on the 
front?� llau�hed. 
steering him mto 
the joke shop. 

So he did- and 
trust Darren to , 
choose the elephant 
underpants where you 
place your manhood 
mside the trunk. 

We dared him to wear 
them out to the pub that 
evening. ··sure.' chuckled 
Darren. "I'll do anything 
for a l�ugh." : 

·rouRS of an· un· § -----:-:--- die• factoT'JI. are § CNews of the W..::W o!1 1�n�= � World, 4/7/93) low Houl, Gala· § Mad, · Co. Durham.. -

Sitting outside because 
the pub was packed. :· 
someone said: "Bet you 
haven't got your elephant 
pants on. Darren." 

When everyone fell 
about laughing. tears 
rolling down their faces. he 
realised what he was doing. 

Without batting an · 

eyelid. Darren calmly 
h1tched up the whole lot 
and sat down as if nothing 
had happened. Next day • . 
he wore a paper bag on h1s 
bead. though! 

To prove he had, a 
rather tipsy Darren stood 
up. pulled down his jeans 
and started wiggling his 
hips. thinking he was 
swinging his 'trunk'. 

He was totally oblivious · 
to the fact that he'd pulled 
down his elephant pants, 
too. and was stark naked 
from the waist down beside . 

<Bella, No 41, 
1992) 

FRANK Moirls rot a 1 a busy main road! 1 surprise on b1s 90th ' 
blrthday • • •  a seat under 
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the knlcker display at J ., day for a Joke with the .. · 
27/6/93) rtrls aBbe store ln 

kendal,_ Cumbrla. .. ! � 
ti titl this centres Did?/Didn't? component in the sec on e, As for the 

d 11 ged indecent exposure. upon two bizarre news stories regar i�� a
t ;im Godwin who pulled down • Funniest and least offensive wa� a o� Gnasher dashed up his leg in his tracksuit in a panic after pet erre

h Wares was cleared of the garden. Sewage worker Tim, of Re�dic ' 
ighbo�r who saw his trousers indecent exposure after a complai�t y a ne 

f " <Sun D Sport, around his knees and "a sickly sm1le on his ace. • 

3/7/92>. 
and if true deplorable was the accusation by • Stetching credulity 

Gilliam Taylforth had a sex romp with Police that EastEnders actress 
d th were d the Al. The policeman claime ey boyfriend Geoff Knights besi e 

becoming abusive Knights was arrested committing an idecent act and �he�
f rth claimed Knights had been sick, for outraging public decency. ay 0 

ease the was suffering from pancreatis and he undid his trousers to 
f 11 d . . . <Sun, 20/6/92) · pain. It seems no court case o owe 
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JURASSIC LARKS 
Perhaps not everyone's model of perspicacity, but when the 

Loch Ness Monster was spotted yet'again, a Daily Sport sub­
editor got.it in perspective with the headline "Jurassic 
Jock!• The Daily Star used Edna Kacinnes' colour picture of 
a ripple and headed it with a cynical •so that's what Nessie 
looks like!• <both 25/6/93>. Plenty of other papers covered 
this and subsequent sightings, but the Sport sensed the 
blockbuster film Jurassic Park, if not directly influencing 
events, was part of the media circus psychodrama which would 
manner of associations. 

Many companies, determined to maximise profits have jumped on the JP 
bandwagon. The Tara dairy company in Israel put collectable dinosaur 
sticker& on its milk c�rtons. But according to rabbinical authorities 
dinosaurs -- which scientsts say died out 65 million years ago -- never 
existed at all because the world was created precisely 5,753 years ago. 

•Dinosaurs are a symbol of heresy," says Rabbi Zvi Gefner, who is in 
charge of issuing kashrut certificates without which no food can be 
declared fit for Jews to eat. He has receive many calls from Jews angry 
that their children have collected stickers and he was threatening 
withdraw the certificate unless it discontinued the stickers. 

naturally the scientific community responded, Rabbi Ehud Bendel, 
director of Hemdat, saying: " It is the obligation of the secular public 
and the enlightened religious public to strongly reject any attempt at 
extortion and coercion." So the ctairy looked likaly to be d11mned if it 
ccmplied and damned if it refused <Evening Standard, 13/8/93>. 

Meanwhile, Southampton restaurant boss Nigel Bruce advertised dinosaur 
steaks and youngsters mounted a protest with placards and police were 
called <D Star, 29/7/93>. One suspects an avaricious newsagency at work. 

Essex men also cashed in with Terrydact Ale, a pale beer from Crouch 
End brewery, South Yoodham Ferrers <D Star, 31/'l/93; D Sport, 5/8/93>. 

Perhaps after a few beers jokers on the Isle of Yight hatched up the 
prank to strap a four-foot penis to a lifesize 40-foot model at an 
exhibition at Brightstone. Expert Hick Chase said: " It's amusing but 
well out of scale. Dinosaurs are not that well hung.• <D Sport, 26/7/93; 
News of the World, 1/8/93). 

Other pranksters left a huge dinosaur-style egg under a cinema seat 
after a JP screening in Newport, Gwent <Sun, 26/7/93>. � 
Yheras misery-guts Bob Patching made his pub in Steyning. • 1 Vest Sussex, a •Dinosaur-Free Zone" because he was sick · 

of the' craze <Sun, 3017/93>. 
J,., • In the North-East, dragons were called "worms .. and were r � . 

as near as dammi t the equivalent of dinosaurs. Certainly :t. 
they take that role for children and a recreation of the · · · · "� 

Sockburn Worm took to the streets in Stockton, Cleveland, ��/� ;�g1',t, _ i ..J 
as part of the town's International Riverside Festival f··' ��(Zt.'l''A<iC! J 
<Northern Echo, 9/8/93) . c,"Everywhereyoulook-t 

But are there any real new associated legends? Yhat about bloody dinosaurs!l'llbe' 
gfild when they're ex -

experts who spent two months and all their t660, 000 budget lt:.:UJinct ����ln.". 1;,.;.1 
studying a "dinosaur egg" found in New Mexico only to discover that it 
was a cow's gallstone. It's the science phobia seam <News of the World, 
11/7/93) . 

. 

WIIAT a pair or blockbusters! Cave 
J�:asJ.�
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mo,·te. 
The slzzllnr; he auty, 22, melted 

the ht•ast's heart--and r;ave on· 
lookrrs the hot s to boot-as 

, , lt�mperat urcs soared. 
; Eric E\·ans, who hullt Ut no on his 

front fawn In J'restwlch. 1\tanchl'!'i· 
trr, said: "lt looked as If a scene 
rrnm tltt' mnvll' had come alive. 
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ralsc• t•ash rnr ch;\rlty. 
And nwnster ravt•r Tnll'Y think s 

Ulnn will do a roarlnr; t rade� ... 
)U.f 
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However, I recalled a cutting from long, long ago and a time-consuming 

trawl through my haphazard filing sytem of thousands of clippings 
located this gem which I logged 15 years ago. Yith the anachronistic 
heading "Mammoth Production" it went: 

Yhen Bristol Hippodrome advertised its prehistoric fantasy for 
children with the line, "Live on stage -- duel to the death between a 
tyrannosaurus rex and a pterodactyl." a local conservationist grew 
alarmed. She complained to the RSPCA, and a rather embarrassed in�p?ctor 
then rang the Hippodrome "just to confirm" that 11 ve animals were n t 
being used. -- Peter Hillmore in The Guardian <Reader's Digest, April, 
1978). . 1 d i The Yeasel diarist went to see JP and was reminded of an al ege m x-

up. According to a story sometimes told at Buckingham Palace, in 197� 
the Queen decided to reward the broadcaster David Attenborough for h1s 
many years of service producing her Christmas broadcasts. Yith word; to 
the effect of "Ye must give that nice Mr Attenborough a knighthood, 
somewhere down the line the message was misundestood and in the next 
honours list there was a knighthood for David's luvvy brother, the film 
director and actor Richard. So as not to draw attention to the error, 
David then had to wait another nine years before he finally received his 
title <Independent Magazine, 24/7/93). 

Strangely the film is set on a small 
island ostensibly ruled by someone ca­
lled John. Had he seen the film, John 
Major mig�t have seen the resonance 
and not made the remark in a BBC inte­
rview that "Labour were in a political 
Jurassic Park, as far as I can see." 
Remember, John is forced out by the 
untameable saurians. 

SNUFFED OUT 

The subject of snuff movies keeps cropping up. Prostitu�e Karen Yhite 
told the High Court in Edinburgh that David Edwards made. •:gurgling 
sound�" after having been kicked by four men at least 20 times in the 
head :nd chest and had a man stamp on his throat. The vice girl said the 
men planned to "sell" Edwards for £30,000 to a London firm·that makes 
snuff movies <D Sport, 7/7/93>. 

� Previously trading standards officers seized copies of Canni�al
,. Holocaust at a children's comics and videos fair at Birmingham s .�1dland 

Hotel. The £10 movie features a white man dressed as an explorer be�ng 
drug�ed and then decapitated and disembowelled with a knife by a tr1be 
of h�lf-naked Amazonian indians. Chairman Dr Mike Hilburn said: "I have 
no doubt the scenes were genuine. It is beyond belief that anyone could 
film actual scenes of human beings being butchered." <Sun; D Sport, 
6/4/93). 

In an in-depth article on schoolchildren peddling porn on computer 
disks, Nick Squires says the product is of such high quality t��t they 
look like video films. Nude pictures of Madonna were sold for L2.50 per 
disk. University of Central Lancashire researcher Vicki �erchant 
claimed· "in addition to the usual pornographic poses, I ve seen graphic 
close-u�s of apparent rape, torture a.nd murder." <30/7/93, D Mail?>. 

BABY TRAil. To get on the right tracks here's-a ferroequiological 
chestnut. A town's baby boom has been blamed on the express train which 
thunders through at 5am each day ... waking everyone up for early­
morning sex. A hospital spokesman in Malakhitovo, Russia, said: "People 
can't get back to sleep so they kill time making babies.• <Sunday Sport, 
25/5/93>. 

DAlY SPORT Tuesday, Mardl9, 1993 21 

Crash honk alert 
AMBULANCEMEN rushed to the scene or an 
:�����:dft:ot,������

e
rw��:�����: 

on a roadside ve�. 
But when the mercy crew reached the 

scene, they were shocked to ftnd the ''victims" 
were a couple bonklnr madly away! 

The biker explained that he had been 
· overcome by Just as • �fs ����!r�nW:�� 

, pllUon after a ntcht · out In Munich. 
Ambu l anceman  

��re !���r;!.:;f! I . . all round." 

DAlY SPORT Friday, Mardt,5, 1993 21 

fi!1ger rige.ed oH 
COPS launched a hunt for a clrtver In a btllT)' 
a fter be raced away from a motorway 
tollbooth -with the tou collector's flnrer. 

The burly motorist was hand.lnr a coin to 
attendant Loutse Plckard when tbelr weddJnr rlnp locked torether. And as he drove olf, LouJae's flnrer was tom clean oft. 

As ambulancemen • treated the 47-year­
old woman at the 
scene near Parts, 
police round her 
severed flncer a rew 
���&�b:d'�>: 
twisted rlnc sttfl 

. · _ __ attached. _ . . 

THAWED CLASS TRAVEL. Peter Yelbourn's "exclusive• will bring a wry smile 
to the faces of seasoned folklore students. British Rail supposedly 
allowed a glass company to try out a new toughened product. For the firm 
brought along an oven-ready chicken to fire at the pane placed by a 
train carriage. But scientists -- who'd also borrowed a high-speed 
catapult used to simulate aero-engine bird strikes at nearby Rolls-Royce 
-- forgot to thaw out their purchase and the frozen pullet-bullet 
blasted a huge hole clean through the carriage after shattering the 
glass. BR in Derby joked: "It wasn't the breakthrough they'd expected." 
And a spokesman for Rolls-Royce commented: "It might have worked with a 
fresh chicken. But frozen"? It was like a cannonball!" <D Star, 3115/93 -
- come off it! ) . 

FRIGHT ON THE TILES. This keeps cropping up and will be familiar enough. 
<See FF18:pl8>. Roofer David Yillis fell off the top of his house when 

his nine-year-old son tied a safety rope to the family car. He suffered 
a broken le0, concussion and cracked ribs as he hit the ground when wife 
Michelle,drcve off. David, 32, from Cape Town, South Africa, said: I 
figure I was dragged 200ft through the garden before the rope finally 
broke." <D

.
�port, 31/8/93>. 

ERR INDOORS. This one was in our prate-legends section in FF 16 and 17 
so we can now regard it an oldie. Klaus Ackerman visited a brothel in 
Frankfurt while his wife was away visiting friends -- and found her 
working there <News of the Yorld, 8/5/93). 

BEST CELLAR. This one we had, too, FF17:p19. A couple who din't want 
neighbours to know they could not afford a holiday took a two-week break 
in their cellar. the sunless spree ended when police in Steinfort, 
Luxembourg, were called after a resident heard noises and thought it was 
a burglar <D Sport, 27/1/93 -- previously reported on 21/8/92 and 
doubtless to reappear again>. 

LIVEYIRE HUSBAND. A horrified wife broke her husband's arm trying to 
knock him off a "live" wire when she thought he was being electrocuted. 
As she delivered the KO blow with a plank of wood, she realised he was 
dancing to music on his personal stereo. No names or address but a 
neighbour from Southport, Lanes, said: "The only shock he got was when 
he was belted by his missus.• Sorry, Bill Done <!? D Sport, 14/10/92> > 
we know the foaftale well <FF18:pp18/19), 

PHANTOM DANCER. Stan Kapowski spent the night dancing with the sexy 
Polish-American girl and she readily accepted his offer of a lift home. 
But he got a shock when she asked him to stop the car at a cemetery ... 
and walked straight through a wall. Next day he found she was a ghost. 
known as the Ice Princess who had haunted the Milwaukee dancehall 
for half a century. He said: "She was an excellent dancer and we spent a 
�ery enjoyable evening together. I noticed her hands were very cold to 
the touch but I had other things on my mind." <D Sport, 12/8/93>. 
Obviously to much of a lothario to notice she .was dressed 50 years out of date! 
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STIFF SENTENCE. Firstly let me tell you of a story my father told me 
years ago. Vhen a rag and bone man's horse expired on the highway a 
constable was called and. had to make a report in his notebook. As he 
could not spell Baldersara Street, the copper dragged the dead horse 
into Park Road ... which he could spell. So I doubted the veracity of 
the item about a PC who said he had drawn his "staff" in a fight and was 
asked by a London judge why· he hadn't used the word •truncheon." The PC 
replied: "I couldn't spell truncheon in my report, sir." <News of the 
World, 15/8/93>. 

<D Sport.! 14/5/93) 

• ·....: ... ·ntmiNG:. tb"� . ., si�p or' .i:adrsmtth at llf' Christmas, 1899, the Boers ftioed a sheU 
full of plum puddtnp at the British lines wtth 
the_!fl_easare: :'f.OmpUment. of t'!_e season.�. 

<D Sport, 29/1/93> 

' 'I-; 5"'...:. .�· ' I  
Soccer player Mickey Thomas was jailed for 1 8  months"iii''OJuly for his 
role in a forged banknotes racket, passing dud t10 notes to apprentices 
at second division Wrexham. Before going into court Thomas joked with 
newsmen: "Has anybody got change for a tenner for the phone?" Our 
illustration shows a joke note found in Wales after Thomas• arrest <D 
Express, 31/7/93), 

This "priceless story" was told by Chelsea skipper about former _teammate 
Vinny Jones when John Major me them at a pre-match meal. 

"Hello Vinny, how are you settling in? asked Xajor. 
Jones replied: "Fine thanks, Xr Major, not too bad." 
As Xajor turned to leave, Jones, thinking he was out of earshot 

muttered: ."Sort the fucking interest rates out, will you?" 
' 

"I'm trying, I'm trying,• replied Major. <Frank Fearless .column in D 
Sport, 23/10/92>. 

And lastly a fami
.
liar theme from elsewhere this issue. Paul Grierson, 

ofvLiverpool, won 24 cans of Harp lager for his Faxine of the Week <Sun, 
2/9/93). 
Question: Vhat have Sharon Stone's knickers, Newcastle, Swindon and West 
Ham all got in common? · 

Answer: None has much chance of staying up for long. 

• 

Hart \ 
vil,age \ 
alert as· dr.iver 
spi, �!sk_W;bf b ac :":·:� .... � 

·b···
-e.: _;a.� .. 4-�S· 

__ .
. -:�t. · :::�·�--? �:��-·:; � i 

- -�__... -.. ..:.:...o......-...i.":W:::v-';�· 

Wednesdoy,August25, 1993.t 

A 
.
MOTORIST ha� put' 
Hartlepool villagers on 
the alert after claiming 
he has aeen one of the re­
gion's legendary pumaa. · 

Paul McLoughlin, 32, spot- : 
ted the 'beast', which he • 

. said .wu bigger than an 
Alsatian, on his way to 
work this morning at 
around 7 .50am. 0 0 .  • 0 • 

He waa travelling into the 
. town along the Hart by­. . paas when he aaw what 

·i he thought was a puma 
: in the fields on the right 
• hand side of the road. 

There have been a number 
of . sightinP. in Barnard Caatfe, Fiahburn, Tees­

, dale, Bowburn . and 
0 �;::!

o
� 

th
.in�}�Jl/ 

but this is believed to be · 

����:�����If� J 

AIC 
• •,• .... , . -� .. -.· .. •• . .. ;.. -4 

"There are horses in tbe , 
field and naturally they I 
had necb like giraffes to-·j 
day because they were in-

. 'ttzs�e� ::re
e
�glli! I 

' field," said Paul who� 
· wor�. as a field sales ad-

,
. 

vertising representative 
at The Mail · ·' �-·•··'· v:•j 

"Then I saw this beast • ! 
very big, very black ancf 

0 very close to the 
cround. ' 1 "'t was just walkiJig round 

. in circles over the same l 

piece of land W:atchmg 1 
the horses. • . .. , , ; _. .. _._; 

But, despite experta saying 
. that there may be a 
ifOup of pumas, poaaibly ' 
more than t;en.· surviving j . cin ·.rabbits &nd sheep in; - �=J!it·�-�j 

"Someone's been c:lrinking l ; too much)". said Hart1 :'F P011t. � .,.f111m�er ,Eddie 
·. Wateon.,��, �;;, ... .: 
"There may b8 eer in the 

fields, but I don't believe 
there ani putnas. • · � 

And local Canner, Mr JH J 
Tbompeon of Hart Moor .l 
Farm also thought aome-i 
one's bd one too many. ·· � 

"' think it may be a black 
sheep and someone's had 1 
too much to drink, • he J said. . ;.-, . 0 ...... .; -�- :·:.. 

Neither the land owner,, 
Ian Forbea, nor staff at ' 

·the Raby Arms pub haveJ 
aeen or heard anything i m the mystery creature. •.. � 

15 

:;rr�tifAI 
THE HARTLEPOOL sighting of one of the North-East's 
legendary pumas has triggered an amazing response 
from Mail readers. . _ . 

Our switchboard hardly stopped ringing as people came forward 
to verify yesterday's glimpse of the mysterious beast whilst others 
revealed they hacf seen it in the past but didn't dare speak for fear 
of being ridiculed. 

One anonymous caller said he spotted 
the creature at 9.30am yesterday morn­ing whilst walking near the Hart rail­
way line. That aightinjr came just two 
hours after Mail aavert18ing representa­
tive Paul McLoughlin saw it near the Hart bypaas. · · 

"It had very long ears. It waan't as big 
u an alsation but it waa too big to be a 
cat. It may have been a young cub," the .. Gerry Johnaon, 59, didn't see the crea­
man said. . . . · . . . ... :. ture itself, but he did spot tell-tale 
' "' know there were sigh tin� in Dur- .. � .. 0 ·'' 0 

· = !fld. this rail corridor lea to Dur- · · 
Jul� �;��:'the �!f

n
�:d'!fi

a� 
Meanwhile a Hart village dog owner . tened patch of grass where something 

heard her dog barking at about 6am at had been lying. It was twice aa big as if 
something outside the house. · . . . ,. ·<1 an alaation had been lying there. 

"We have a hunting dog trained speci- .• ; "I went over and felt the grass and it 
ally to hunt cats and other .large game . wu still warm so whatever it was had 
and he 1tarted going berserk. I'm not - obvioualy just left." · · 
aayin� it was a puma, but but there was • And Joseph Jobson, 46, �ted the 

. �IDltely �������. out there," ·j� !'��-;,:! �:�S:�e�! � dog 
a
6�t it 

Another ·villa�r ·noticed something ,.. wu. so quick I couldn't tell what eort of 'J 
.
· 
·�Me:::�

e
8!n'!!:'�!n��=·hJ -���o�h:; ��n�ous .;.ner

.aaid: ;;e � .· 
. had a cloie ·encounter with .the wildcat Q-,were out:walking in 

.

Hart · about five ,, 
seven weeb ago near the Healeden Hall r·Jt!&n � and driving home we spotted 

' on the Hart to Haswell walkway . .. <·· tlJdto '.,.10mething in the fields .. We stopped the , ;. 
' · "It was about 40 to 60 yards lnfront of car and aaw what was definitefy · some 
·me sitting on ita haunches. It was !lefini·.} ;.kind m large cat. ., ·, ... ,, � :. :. · ·: 

. __ -..........,___.,.,,...,. . .,... telr a puma," he said. ; -. .. , :' · .; .!::.!-::;: · "You·ean tell the difference between a ;1 

·· . . "'� waa dark brown. on �ta-�ack and it dog llJ!d. � olari_e cat ��. n?•. !"e.. · 
got lighte� -�� th� mdea. . � �� r''; •·: . ..; : ... �. � � · 



Putna 
scare: 
more 
see 
beast 

RSPCA bo!lllefl today 
warned Hartlepool 
people to keep away 
from a mystery beast 

�ede� n!�i�: 
town. 

A number of callers 
said they bad aeen 
the large cat, in the 
Brierton Quarry and 
West View areaa of 
the town whilst one 
man claimed to have 
seen a :Wnilar beast 
at High Tunatall 
Court three years 
• 

Friday 1 August 271 1993. 1 

Derek. Winwood, ��thing big and 
41, and hia wife June, -we thought it wu � tol1h�e �::a:!!:! a dog at first but it 
three weeks ago in turned round and it 
fields near their Writ :SS: _

diF!�e 
a
ou�! , · View Road home. look like a kitten!• "'n our way to bed gh tell we happened .to Co�� �ghtl::S oc-ldanc;e �t of the wm- curred when a man aow, aald June. • wu out walking bia 

'"I'here'1 a lot of un- j doga. . 
· • 

dergrowth and we "' saw a creature ai- l �!t our cat l(!Olrin$( at' milar in aize to a box- 1 

Puma on ramP.ag� 
!:d e;:�J�o���

b
!!fv:' !:

r
a� 

PoUce and a vet have eumtned the rema.lna of 
the calva. after the attack at farmer Kelth Humphreya' farm In Fomcett St Peter, Nor­
folk. He fears the kllllnp may have been done 
by a black puma spotted In the area last year. Mr Humphreya, 59, aaJd: "We are worried. U lt 
could do tbls to a calf. lt could ldll a child." 

TWO- calves have .-been ' 
tom to pieces by a mys-tery wild animal. . � 

The Friesians were 
muWated In two night­
time attacks. Farmer 
Keith Humphreys, 511, or Lone Stratton, Norfolk, �t ·;'Pt'!' �Y :c!p�� 
pumL 

''The attacks were hor­rit\c and beyond what 
d� .2,r_r�xea could d�.':_ 

Le f t  D Spor t ;  r i ght Sun ; both 31/8/93 . 

From Ni ck Brown , of York. 

er or rottweiler but it 
wasn't a dog," be said. 

"Mr. dogs chased it 
but 1t scarpered up 
the embankment with· 
in aeoonds. • 

Another anon· 
ymoua caller saw it in 
1988. 
G�ath':!1�d �!!� . 
ton Bewley towards . 
Wolviston when I 
heard BOmething in 
the field. . 1 

.-x stopped to look , 
and I saw 80mething • 
big and black hissing : 
and &pitting. . . • 

"'t waan't a domes­
tic cat because I keep · 
cats myself and I , 
know: what they . 
80und like, and it was 
too big.. 

· RSPCA lnspec:tor 1 
Cameron Harria said: ' 
"'f' anyone does come 
across a large cat 
don't approach it,. keep q\llet and stay 
away. Just let it car­
ry on doing whatever 
it'sdoina: 

Perhaps t he f ollowing two i tems mi ght be i nterest i ng enough to be 
i ncluded in the next ed i t i on? 

HERK 
W i t h  regards to t he e x i stence of rai lways on small i slands , I t h i nk 

Harm should warrant a ment i on. 
T h i s  p i ece of land , roughly 1 �  mi les x � m i le was the f i rst of t he 

Channel I slands to have had a rai lway. I t  was bu i lt i n  t he 185 0 s  
cons i st i ng of an i ron tramway running f rom the auar r i es t o  t he p i e r. As 
much as 600 t ones of gran i te a day could by t h i s  means be shi pped f or 
exportat i on. The gauge of t he l i ne was an unusual 4 f t  5 3/4 i n. 

GREENLAND 
The now t i ny set t lement of Narsarsuaq in Sout h Greenland holds a dark 

secret . .. The v i llage had i ts beg i nn i ng as t he "Blue Vest One" US 
m i l i tary base dur i ng VV I I . It was constructed prac t i cally overn i ght and 
by 1 945 was Greenland's b i ggest se t tlement wi t h  a populat i on of 5 , 0 0 0 ,  
and all the ref i nements of a small U S  town. T h e  base lasted through t wo 
wars ; VW I I  and Korea. Here the US sent i ts "hopeless" casualt i es, those 
so mut i lated in bat tle they would have dampened t he war enthusi asm of 
t he A me r i can publi c  had t he y  gone home. None of t hese pat i ents sent t o  
Narsarsuaq ever lef t ; t he i r  f am i l i es were i nformed of t he i r  soldi er's 
dea t h  in act i on <supposed> , and were sent a bot tle of ashes.  Once .i ts 
usefulness exp i re d ,  Narsarsuaq was abandoned. The m i l i t ar y  surplus was 
sold to Uorway , and t he s i t e  destroyed. Today t he se t t le ment of 1 5 0  
exi st s  a s  a n  i ce moni t or i ng stat i on .  

From Mi ke Wh i te ,  of Churchdown , Glos . 

I have enclosed a cheque to cover my next year's subsc r i pt i on t o FF 
and also a sheet whi ch has been do i ng t he rounds at work recently. 
Rumour has it t hat it o r i g i nated in Austral i a  . .. <see Phot ocopylore -
Ed i t or > .  Actuall y ,  t h i s  is a good excuse to say t hanks s i nce i t  was 
read i ng Qu i cks i l ver Her i tage years ago t hat started my i nterest i n  
t h i ngs Fort ean. Small world. Keep u p  t he good work wi th FF. 
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Pllotocopylorc 
Hazardous Materials Information System 

Material Safty Data Sheet 
Chemic�l Analysis 
Element: 
Element: 
Discoverer: 
Atomic Mass: 

Woman 
Wo2 
A dam 

Accepted as 1 80Ib but known to vary from lOOlb to 550Ib 

Physical Properties 
1 .  Surface usually covered with a painted film 

2.  Boils a t  nothing and freezes without reason 

3, Melts if given special treatment 
4. Bitter if incorrectly used 
5 .  Found in various states ranging from virgin metal t o  common ore 
6. Yields to pressure applied to correct points 

Chemical Properties 
1 .  Has a great affinity for gold, silver, platinum and precious stones 
2 .  Absorbs great quantities of expensive substances 
3 . May explode without prior warning and for no known reason 
4. Insoluble in liquids but activity greatly increased by saturation in alcohol 
5 .  Most powerful money reducing agent known t o  man 

Common Uses 
I .  Highly ornamental especially i n  sports cars 
2 .  Can b e  a great aid t o  relaxation 

Tests 
1 .  Pure specimen turns rosy pink when discovered i n  natural state 
2. Turns green when placed beside better specimen 

Hazards 
1 .  Highly dangerous except i n  experienced hands 
2. Illegal to possess more than one 

Any reference to bod i l y  functi ons or sound -- includ i ng the pul l i ng of 
lavatory cha i n ,  wow! -- dur i ng a theatr ical farce causes mi rth. There 
was the story about Torquay Uni ted footba l l  club f i n i ng pl ayers if they 
broke wind in the changi ng rooms and for other stup i d  mi sdemeanours. 

However , thi s  i s  prate- l egend ti me ,  where we assess tales which are of 
dubious val i d i ty and may we l l  repeat in contemporary legend style. 

F i rst off ,  Hei d i  Sabe l al l eged l y died of shame -- after passing wind 
dur i ng her weddi ng ceremony. Guests were shocked as the nuptials we re 
punctuated by a l oud rasp from Heidi , 23. The she turned bri ght red and 
sl umped to the f l oor. Pastor Peter Kattis said: •A doctor sai d  there was 
no doubt that she l iteral l y  d�ed from shame.• 

Devastated br i degroom A l a i n  Gates, 35. said: • r  cou l d  hear her stomach 
growl i ng and I and I knew it was j ust from nerves. Then j ust asi t  was 
her turn to say her vows she broke wind real l y  loud -- so loud that 
everyone in the church strarted laughing. She looked at me and mouthed 
the words 'I'm sorry ' and then shge j ust col l apsed. A Zur i ch inquest 
found that Hei d i  died from heart fai l ure tri ggerd by acute stress. 

Back to sport. A Sun < 1 1 6 / 93 >  page 3 lead was . al l about a US col l ege 
footbal l  coach whose wi fe rewarded success on the pitch with sex. I 
doubt the veraci ty of the tal e  of Hel met ,  Ca l iforn i a ,  k i ds getti ng 
erv i ces on a sl i d i ng �ca l e  -- good pass got kisses and cuddl es ;  v i tal 
tackle repa i d  wi th ora l sex ; touchdown ,for ful l  sex -- and woul d  not 
besurprised to see more versi ons. It's rather l i ke the j oke -- she's 
onl y  had sex twi ce ; once with a pl atoon of guardsmen , the other t i me  
with the local soccer squad. Kel l y  Brown ' s  husband was even rumoured to 
have v i deoed the romps using a two-way mi rror. the coup le supposedl y  
gotf i ve years' proba� i on and a 16-month j a i l  sentence <the lads were 17 
so what was the cri me / charge'? > .  

Thi s  one sounds dodgy, too. Three boys , it says , were saved from a 
roas� i ng when a porn f i l m they were watching got stuck in the vi deo 
dur i ng a power cut. E l ectr i c i ty chiefs agreed to res�ore suppl i es i n  
Angers ,  France, s o  they coul d  get the tape out before mum got home . 
Rea l l y? <D Star , 26 / 7 / 93 ) .  

Next al most verbati m  comes an i mp l ausible case of embarrassment with 
theat other legendary factor g i veaway, i rony .  

A Seattle professor spec i a l i ses i n  studying embarrassment. Edward 
Gross says you shouldn't i gnore being embarrassed. A diplomat who d i d  
sacr i f i ced h i s career . A t  a reception h e  noticed h i s  fl ywasopen. H e  sat 
down and tri ed to z i p  h i mse l f  up , but caught h i s  tie in the zippe r .  The 
hostess came to help but he waved her away -- but ra i s i ng h i s  head 
t i ghtened the noose and he began turning blue. A guest thought he was 
hav i ng a heart attack and offered mouth-to-mouth. The whole room was 
agog by the t i me  the hostess returned with scissors. The diplomat 
snipped h i s  tie and f l ed. But news spread within hours, h i s  i mage was 
wrecked andhi s  career was over. • He shoul d  have faced the problem. 
Fleeing onl y  made matters worse, • sai d  the professor t Pnut. J.,.-1 ,�\�..!,.Jtu,,ln(!t) 

Who woul d  be l e i ve thi s  one? A ci rcus bear fled a hunter tracking h i m  
b y  usi ng h i sb i g  top ski l l s. The ani ma l  was bought from a Russian ci rcus 
by an unscrupul oustour i st agent after he was asked to provi de a tri pper 
with a " wi l d bear hunt." The American tour i st was then set up in 
Moscow ' s  Perde l i nko Forest and the bear rel eased. But as the hunter 
closed in a post�n was pass i ng and at the s i ght of thebear tumbl ed from 
h i s  cyc l e. The bear i nst i nct i ?e l y  recal led hisci rcus tra i n i ng andgrabbed 
the bi ke and peda l l ed away < Sun , 2 1 / 6 / 93 > 

A hosewi fe bought a pup f rom a Russi an b l ack marketeer in the Pol i sh 
cap�tal of �arsaw. Ha told her i t  was a Si ber i an shepherd dog. A 
for tnight later she comp l a i ned to a vet that al l it did was s l eep. He 
exp l a i ned the l arge " pup" was a pol ar bear hibernating <D Sta r ,  D Sport, 
1 1 / 2 / 93 > . Another dog- l ov i ng couple bought a cudd l y  white stray, th i s  
t i me a t  a Budapest streat market and aga i n  a vet i s  the f i gure who breaks 
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the news that their pet which had a huge appetite and was

-
getting 

vicious, was in reality a polar bear. The item added that polar bears 
are often sold by zoos but on the black market they can fetch around 
t10, 000 <D !Urroc, 10/3/93 > .  

. 
Here's another half-dozen Russian tales: 

1. A busload of desperate Russian shoppers refused to interrupt a trip 

to Poland simplybecause one of their party died of a heart attack, Tass 

claimed. instead they travelled on forseveral days, leaving the corpse 

on the back seat <Sun, Hartlepool MAil, 11/1/93 > .  

2. A Russian family had christened their baby Voucher t o  honour a 

promise made by President Boris Yeltsin. He announced every citizen 

would receive a 10, 000 rouble privatisation cheque. The family in the 

Urals was following a time-honoured Russian tradition of naming their 

children after current events. After the October revolution new-born 

- daughters rejoiced in the name Revolyutsiya and Oktyabrina. At the end 

of the 1950s many boys were named Sputnik <D Sport, 8/1/93> . 

3. The most popular tattoos among Russian convicts are the faces of 

lenin,. Brezhnev, Gorbachev and Xrs Thatcher. The first three are 

strictly for men while the Iron Lady is a favourite with women cons as a 

sign of tougness <D Sport, 27/2/93>. 

4. State canteens in central Russia t hought they had found the way to 

stop guests wanting to steal the soup spoons bu drilling holes in them, 

but now diners have to plug theholes with bread. 

5. Police in the Russian Far East port of Nakhodka open�d a criminal 

case against a 35-year-old only identified as Tamara for organ 

sabotage.M Her toyboy Vasily told her he was leaving and after a final 

bout of passion she cut off his genitals with a knife. Doctors failed to 

sew 25-year-old Vasily's genitals back on <D Star, 22/10/92). 

6. According initially to the Yall Street Journal an Australian 

launched a dirty joke chat-line in Russian, resulting in teenagers in 

Koldova running up phone bills the equivalent of six months' salary for 

their parents <Guardian Yeekend, 30/1/93> . · 

low to hi-tech tales. Firstly a version ofthe movie Indecent Proposal 

plot, which could be true or partially true as there's a picture and 

names. John Turner, 27, of Huddersfield, saw his neighbour G����
--

Spen�er 

playing with the t44 Super Kario Three game he couldn't 

afford, and asked if he could borrow it. Gavin wasn't 

keen but asked for a fair swap. John said: " 1  knew he'd 

always fancied my wife Lisa so I �sked him if he'd like 

to swap the game for her. He didn't hesitate for a mom­

ent!• . Lisa, 25, agreed to spend the night with Gavin 

and said: •I thought I was worth a lot more than t44, 

but I made up my mind to enjoy the night . Gavin's 

only 21, · so I taught him a lot . I think he' 11 a�ree 

that he got the best of the deal! • .Gavin said: John 

wasn't in a hurry to give my Super Kario back, but then 

I wasn't in a rush to let him have Lisa back either . •  _ :· :_pAME . � �L1•• .£., 
�� " €c&.. . Z!/'ii"IL 

Still with video games, a 12-year-old boy supposedly became so hooked 
he suffered withdrawal symptoms if he did not get a "fix . "  He could not 
eat or sleep. Doctors in Castlefranco, Italy, cured him by putting " Game 
Over• signs around his house <Sun, 14/12/92>. 

Video filming next as tourist Natalie Ann Pizarek was horrified when 
she realised she'd videoed her husband having a fatal heart attack while 
he messed about in the sea. She said: " He wanted me to take pictures of 
him goofing off in the water, but he disappeared into the sea and I knew 
something was very wrong." Ran, 56, suffered a coronary during the 
frolics and died. They came from Livonia, Michigan, but where the demise 
occurred is not recorded <D Sport, 2/3/93> . 

British Telecom subscribers in Glemsford, Sussex, would rush to the 
phone only to hear it go dead with a background cut-off signal. One 
woman got calls every 15 minutes. BT said there was probably a fax 
machine somewhere in the world dialling up numbers until it got an 
answer and was considering putting fax machines in villagers' homes in 
an attempt to trace the source of the calls <Mail on Sunday, 24/ l / 93>. 

looks 
UFOS: THE F INAL AISVER? by David & Therese Xarie Barclay 

<Blandford, t12 . 99> 

A father and daughter combination have put together a collection of 
viewpoints which cover most topics within ufology. Presented 
intelligently and without anyovert biases, the essays leave the reader to make personal conclusions. Hardly a star cast of contributors, 
nevertheless this overview presents a general state of the art summary. 

Good to see the Silpho Xoor, Yorkshire, case back for public 
examination. I keep meaning to do an article on rumours I ' ve hear about this and conspiracy <? > aspect I came across in Leeds City library. Is 
this just a hoax or have investigators been asking the wrong questions? 

THE PARANORMAL by PERCY SEYXOUR <Arkana, t6.99> 

The publicity handout describes this as •science meets magic• but it 
is not quite this: it seeks to define how sensory perception can be 
reconciled with science. It attempts to explain some aspects of the 
paranormal, including the human aura, apparitions, telepathy and 
clairvoyance and our ability to look into the future, dra�ing on the two 
theories of relativity and quantum theory . 

Dr Seymour investigates the level of space inaccessible to the senses 
and scientific instruments, and therefore beyond our present 
understanding of reality. Central to this extrasensory space is the 
theory that subatomic particles trail bundles of elctric force through 
space and time, weaving a plasma web resonating at a speed faster than 
light -- technically impossible as the situation st ands. The idea that 
it isn't is embroiled in a proof known as Bell's theorem, the work of 
leading theoretical physicist John Bell, whodied in 1990, and recently 
described as " the most profound discovery of science." 

HOLY MADNESS by GEORG FEURSTEIB <Arkana, t6.99 > 

Wacky Waco acopalypse put crazy cult leaders into a renewed public 
focus. Here the spiritual supermarket of grunge gurus and arsehole 
adapts comes under suspicion; a challenge to our commonsense and 
foibles. Pascals galore are exposed but the study also looks beyond and 
at the realm of tricksters and eccentrics, seeking to see if the antics 
and shock tactics of the enigmatic are legitimate teaching tools or the 
work of conmen and lunatics. 

A RECORD OF MEETINGS by P D OUSPEISKY <Arkana, t10.99> 

I have always found Ouspensky impenetrable, but am willing to conceded 
that for others he may well be one of the most profound and influential 
writers and speakers of this century. Originally in print in an edition 
limi ted to only 20 copies, this work is now available to a wider 
audience . 

AYURVEDA L IFE, HEALTH AID LONGEVITY by ROBERT E SVOBODA <Arkana, 
t8.99) 

M AyurM means life and M veda" means knowledge, so it is the knowledge 
of life, dealing with the qualities that are encountered every day and 
how they interact and affect our well-being. At the core of ayurveda are 
three forces or energies which broadly relate to the air, fire and water 
principles. These forces govern all biological ,  physiological and 
psychological functions of the body and mind. They are essential 
components and protective barriers when they are in balance. Vhen out of 
balance, these forces contribute to the disease process. It treats not 
just the ailment but the whole person and emphasises the prevvention of 
diseasa to avoid the need for cure . 
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F O R T E A N  T I M E S .  T h e  
Journal o f  Strange Phenom­
ena. One year (six issues) U K  
£ 1 2. U S  S30. Make cheques 
p a x a b l e  t o  J o h n  B r o w n  
Publishing and send to For­
teen Times, 20 Paul Street, 
Frome, Somerset, BA 1 1  1 OX. 

No. 69. Interview with 
ufo abduction researcher 
Dr David Jacobs which 
does nothing to make me 
believe there is an objec­
tive phenomenon (tellingly 
J a cobs potrays abductees 
as depressed, paranoid and 
lacking self-esteem; the 
three hallmarks of an alco­
holic). Next circlemakin�; 
Jim Schnabel gives h1s 
guide to the hoaxers. Intri­
guing spiritual yet gossipy 
piece on Tibetan environ­
ment (with references to a 
sword with a knot in its 
blade and a famous hat wo­
ven from the pubic hair of 
108 dakinis - who/what 
they are). Other articles 
cover New Zealand moa 
claims, cold fusion, Chi­
nese ideological cannibal­
ism, rumours of a wonder 
substance dubbed red mer­
cury; rumours of US servi­
cemen still in Indochina 
labour camps. Of the co­
lumnists I am in 100% 
agreement with Colin 
Wood on the subject of the 
fossil record; other topics 
are astrology, similarity be­
tween sexual response and 
the paranormal, and call to 
distmguish between "real" 
out of place animals and 
"phantoms" of rumour. 
Plus strange days review of 
latest Fortean events, let­
ters and book reviews. 

No. 70. Strange Days 
section covers such urban 
legends as the stuck cou­
ple, bar codes replacing 
ring pulls for dialysis 
machine hoax, knock-out 
drops hysteria panic and 
bosom serpent (true?). A 
major article by Jim Schna­
bel suggests Munchausen's 
syndrome and Munchau­
sen's br proxy spring from 
an anCient shamanistic re-

flex; persuasive as some of 
the arguments are, I feel 
he is lumping something · 
commonplace but lurid 0 

with a genuinely rare and 
sacred phenomenon. Bob 
Rickard interviews John 
B l a shford-Snel l .  Also 
Christian relics; epic ca­
nine journeys;. faked early 
man skulls; aivine butter­
fly calligraphy; Canadian 
sea serpents; Great Pyra­
mid. Columnists on acting, 
reappearing trees, Darwin­
ism and Turin shroud. 

THE WILD PLACES. The 
j o u r n a l  of s t r a n g e  a n d  
dangerous  bel iefs .  Going 
bimonthly. Single issue £ 1 .65; 
4 for £6; US $ 1 8  for 4. 
Payment to Kevin McCiure, 42 
V i c t o r i a  R o a d ,  M o u n t  
Charles, St Austell, Cornwall, 
Pl25 4QD. 

No. 7. Editor Kevin 
McClure casts a timely 
sceptical eye over the sha­
manistic experience indu­
stry; new conspiracy 
column by Robin Ramsay 
films of life after death; Dr 
David Gotlib argues per­
suasively that False Mem­
ory Syndrome raises 
legitimate concerns with 
serious moral and ethical 
implications for the field of 
alien abductions and 
claims of satanic abuse or 
incest. Excellent mags re­
view section, includin� how 
when your editor mtro­
duced himself to Kevin on 
a Cornish train, Kevin 
found it "nice to meet a le­
gend at last"! 

THE CROP WATC H E R .  

Single issue £ 1 .75; £6.30 for 
four. Cheques to The Crop 
Watcher, 3 Selborne Court, 
T avistock C lose, Romsey, 
Hants, S0 51 7TY. 

No. 17. Editorial en-
dorses new Jim Schnabel 
book 98% and Andy Collins 
reports on Schnabel giving 
a frank question and an­
swer session in Essex. Col­
lins al�� responds rob�stly 

to a snide, smug, scurrilous 
and totally unwarranted 
personal attack by arro­
gant "psychical researcher 
and practical occultist of 
some _years experience" Ro­
bert France the man who 
bored us ail rigid in the 
otherwise exempl ary 
Northern UFO News and 
whose literary bullyboy 
misplaced gloating has cer­
tainly backfired and left 
him deservedly in the pro­
verbial (first rule of occult­
ism being ye reap what ye 
sow). Plus squashed or 
flayed animals associated 
with unusual circular 
ground traces; 1964 Essex 
case investigated by Col­
tins; Canadians argue 
mechanical depression 
does not damage crops; 
Dennis Stacy responds to 
Henry Azadedel; Colin An­
drews on radio, Mags 
round-up. 
TO U C HSTO N E .  Published by Surrey Earth Mysteries Group. Q. £2 for 4.  Cheques to J Goddard, 25 Albert Road, Addlestone, Surrey 
KT 1 5 2PX. ' 

No. 37 Norfolk leys revi­
sited with corn circle ex­
actly across one. Roman 
centu riation expl ained 
( l a n d  division into 
squares); dowsing work­
shop account; Wiltshire 
leys; Kingston revisited. 

A M S KAYA. Maga zine of 
STA R Fel lowship.  Q. £2 . 
F r o m  2 5  A l b e r t R o a d , 
Addlestone, Surrey. Chques 
p a y a b l e  to J G o d d a r d . 

No. 29. Transcript of 
commentary by Howard 
Menger, who claimed he v i ­
sited the Moon in 1956 and 
saw in a dome various 
eathlings working in co­
operation. Men in Black, 
cover-up and pseudscienti­
fic energy claims. Short 
Tony Wedd extract. 

SINISTER. Tony Shiele' 
occasional personalzine for 
felow SINners, iledicated to 
surrealchemy, insobriety 
and nnidniity. 0 

February, 1993. Shiel­
sian strangeness in various 
tidbits, including an article 
ful J  of surrealismatic 
synchonicities. 

THE CEREO LOG IST. The journal for crop 
circle studies. 3 times a year. Single copy £2 .50; 
3 for £7.50. From 1 1  Powis Gardens, London 
W 1 1 1 JG. 

No. 8. Focus is on personalities and not crops, 
particularly George Wingfield. Christine Rhone 
relates how Wingfield fell from grace as editor of 
The Circular; Jim Schnabel comes clean on how he 
wound up the veteran; and Wingfield himself 
parades his loathing for characters he dubs 
Skunk, Spiderman, Snake and Sinister as he 
admonishes those whose fakery he perceives 
spoiled his 1 992. Folklorists will be interested in 
Andy Collins' argument that hoaxers create 
sacred space gardens where "thing etheric" can 
play. John S Martineau pens a whimsical portrait 
of the summer's doings around Alton Barnes. 
Circle contest summed up. Interpretations of 
pictograms. Grasshopper warbler amplified. Plus 

MAGONIA. I ndependent U FO mag. Q. UK £4 for 4; US S 1 0  in dollar bills. Cheques made out to J Rimmer, John Dee Cottage, 5 James Terrace Mortlake Churchyard, London, SW 1 4  8 H B. 
' 

No. 45. Articles cover: Sixties ufo hypochondria; Peter Rogerson on the current state of ufo ab­
ductions; US linda Napolitsno case in detai l ·  Roswell (yawn). Rogerson also sees the maga: 
z i n e ' s  scept i c i sm p e rpetu a l l y  exon erated  
throughout the past 25 years. Aime Michel ob­
ituary. letters. 

reviews and letters. 
No. 9. One first week in 

October, a few years ago, I 
helped two women stack 
the last stooks on a clear 
night on the Hebridean is­
land of Berneray, where 
shortly before Prince 
Charles had planed pota­
toes. Another prominent 
"John Barleycorn" figure, 
John Michell, bows out this 
issue, handing over the edi­
torship to George Wing­
field, which suggests the 
mag will certainly retain in­
divid'l!ality (Wingfield here 

contributes an article argu­
ing the continuing impor­
tance of cereology). Other 
articles include such topics 
as: decoding challenge; 
rape circle mystery; para­
noia and circle m ania; 
Doug & Dave discrepan­
cies; orgone connection the­
orising; pathetic attempt to 
suggest Arthur Shuttle­
wood unwittingly inspired 
the notion/motivation for 
hoaxed circles; dodgy analy- 0 

sis of "charm bracelet" cir­
cle. 

---· - - - - -- - -- ------ .. --- · · - --·· 

N ORTH E R N  EARTH MYST E R I E S .  Q. £3.95 
for 4. N e w  a d d r e s s :  1 0  J u b i l e e  S t reet,  
Mytholmroyd, Hebden Bridge, W. Yorks, HX7 
SNP. Cheques/PO payable to Northern Earth 
Mysteries Group. 

No. 55. Alignments 
theme. Editor John Bil­
lingsley subtly suggests a 
possible hypothesis for spir­
It lines and dowsing to be 
commensurate and calls for 
truer nomenclature to dif­
ferentiate between differ­
ent alignments categories. 
Paul Devereux refines his 
shamanism landscape and 
OOBE theory into a suc­
cinct rresentation; John 
Michel defines a number 
of types of alignments and 
concludes that fundament­
ally such studies are hereti­
cal and only of importance 
on a personal level; while 

Andy Roberts sees all but 
some short alignments 
with all their attributions 
as ultimately nothing more 
than modern folklore. 
Other approaches are the 
mystical from Robin Ellis; 
the nodal, Mars barmy, 
non-human by Gordon Har­
ris; and straight landscape 
line as archetype and physi­
cal symbol of the unity of 
existence. John L Hall 
writes on the revival of the 
Bawming of the Thorn cus­
tom at Appleton, Cheshire. 
Plus letters, book reviews, 
Northern news and ephe-
m era. 

DATA P ROTECTION ACT 1 984. Your name, address and (where 
known) your telephone number are now stored In a retrieval system 
for Folklore Frontiers correspondence purposes only. Should any­
one wish so, their entry will be removed. 

No. 46. Perceptive Peter 
Rogerson begins a two-par­
ter on how the theme of ab­
ductions percolated into 
ufological culture; from a 
variety of disappearances 
to personal stones, includ­
ing on-board adventures 
and emerging from a me­
lange of secular abduction 
themes (even in 1952 there 
were medically inept extra­
terrestrial samaritans re­
s e m b l i n g  t h r e e - foot  
asparagus stalks treating a 
pilot), Martin Kottmeyer 
on ufos in the Seventies 
and Eighties. Thoughtful 
update on satanic abuse by 
Roger Sandell. Nigel Wat­
son approvingly reviews 
the film Fire in the Sky. 
Excellent letter from Jake 
Kirkwood challcn§ing the 
"avengin� embryo theory. 
Book reviews. 

GLOUCESTERSHIRE 
EARTH MYSTERIES. 
£5.75 for 3 issues; £2.25 for 
one. Cheques to Gloucester­
shire Earth Mysteries. Ad­
d rPss P .O .  Box 258,  
< ' l � t•ltenham, GL53 OHR. 

N•'· 1 fl. Change from A5 
to A I  l i l l' lnat. Wider than 
jnqt f: 1 . ,:,� - there's a Chi­
I I I 'Rl� l eng-shui article. Phi­
liv Burton muses on stone 
magnetis 1 1 1 in megaliths, a 
topic whic l r  still fascinates 
me. The! p' ,; a straightfor­
ward res . .  one of the South 
American Kogi tribe and 
its straight line linkage; rit­
ual shrines thoughts; in­
t e r e s t i n g  fi v e - p o i n t  
alignment i n  Glos with as­
sociated prehistoric and 
paranormal elements; sev­
eral items for cornogra­
phers, including the 
thoughts of Pat Del�ado 
and dodgy Devon domgs; 
ufo cases. Book reviews. 
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Monkey 
fails to 

A BID to cash in on Hartlepool's monkey­hanging legend ended up proving costly for a stunned shopkeeper . 
. A stock of.seaside souve- plaining he was born ana rurs portra)'lng. t�e lege�d bred in Hartlepool, but at Graham Estill s shop m even that failed to calm Whitby was swept to the them or prevent their pro- · floor - by angry trippers ·test. • 

from Hartlepool. De!pite having to hand 
And he had to fork out over money to pay for da.m-

.£5 r, da age to the parked car, 
par�J

a
�at scr:t!�� 

to
b; owned by a man from the 

1 the flying shell souvenirs. Midlands, he insists the 

amuse 
1 They are designed in a souvenirs, selling for £1.75, . 1 1. nk h d be h will be staying on sale. 

�:sa::e� !rl:�e H�l: "l come from the town 
pool. • ! and l know most people re-

!, Graham, who owns the prd the monkey story u 
shop in the resort's Khyber JUSt a bit of fun." 
Pass, said: '"They got really 
stroppy. 

trippers 
• This is a version 
oi ( 1 4 >  from the 

"One of them said you 
can't get away from the 
monkey even in Whitby 
and then just knocked the same news agenc y . · 
display on the ground. • 

Graham tried to appease 
the angry visitot:S by ex: 

;ol.QRE 'IEP.S IONS OF 
OLD I ES BUT GOODIES 

Another favourite Is the report 
fr:om the South port, Ormsklrk & 
Form by Star that reads: wA 
woman came home to find her 
husband frantically shaking and 
vibrating In the kitchen with what 
looked like a wire rvnnlng from 
his waist towards the electric ket­
tle. Thinking he was suffering an 
electric shock, she sma1hed a 
heavy piece of wood Into him to 
jolt him away from the current, 
bN�klng his arm In two places. 
Then sne discovered he was 
dancing to his Walkman." 

Guardian 2 4 / 4 1 93 
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MAN'SIA'E 
OVEI WIFE 
ATBIOTHEL 

A B R I C X: L A Y E R  unubed up a brothel 
when he -nt tor a 
romp - and tOWid h1l 
wtte worked there. 

The punter wu chowtna 
trom an album or vtce 
prll when he 1p0tted 
a photo or h1l m1INI 
and a lilt or her '"apedalltles."'. 

He -n& benerk and 
wrecked the place. 
Pollce 1rrested him In 
Torella de Lombardl. Italy, rcw c�amaae. Two women who r111 the 
brothel -re charpd 
with proftitution. 

Great puma riddle 
THE seven-year-old mystery of 
whether the Durham Puma 
exists may be unravelled within 
the next few days. 

Eddie Bell, who hu documented 
aightinp of the elusive beut acrou 
the region lince 1986, hope1 to Mnd 
the half-eaten carcau of a aheep 
killed in Teesdale at the weekend to 
Miniltry of Agriculture vetl. 

Mr Bell. a police eergeant at 
�n.eett, said: "Generally, you 
ahould be able to tell the difference 
�tween a eat'• bite and a dog'a bite 
and alao, we have got to look for 
10me eort of hair left on the fleece. 

"If the Miniltry of Agriculture say 
fel, thil wu fed on by eomething 

By CUFF EDWARDS 

other than a dog, then it could be 
very interelting." 

And he added: " It may be IOm&­
thing I have waited for, for a lon1 
long time." 

Mr Bell wu called out by police to 
the savaged. young sheep in a field 
in Whorlton in Teesdale on Satur­
day morning. The fumer who 
owned the sheep estimated that 
about 22lbl of meat had been 
stripped at itl throat, f:nlnt 
ahoUlden and around itl ribl. 

A leg had been tom otT and that 
too had been fed on. 

He said it appeared only one, larp 
hungry creature had killed and 
attacked the 1heep. 

However, he Mid: "lt'1 ft.r'J un­
dog-lilr.e. It wu fed on around the 
front end. There wu no damage to 

the ·back lep and lip• . ... 
Cata were more likely to gorge on 

a kill than dogs. 
Mr Bell believe� that there could 

be eevera1 pumu - thought to � 
up to. two feet high and brown m 
colour - in the area. They would 
live mainly off rabbit, hare and deer, 
whoM remainl would be much 1-
con.�picuous than thoM of a aheep. 

It il the first IU.Ipicious sheep kill 
that will be te.ted by the veta. 

He Mid he hoped to hear of the 
result. of any teltl done by the 
Miniatry by the end.of the week. 

But he added: "I'm not getting too 
excited. It could be an unusual dog 
ldlL" 
e A larp black eat "the sue of a 
puma" wu seen near Cambridge, 
yeaterday. Familia� in two home� in 
the � of �m�mn made M� 
arate reporta of seeing the the beast 
elinking along the aide of a field. 
Mid a police apoke1man. Zoo11 in the 
region reported no pumu 
big catl mialing. 
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